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ENGLISH
Galilee
Galilee is a mountainous region in north Israel.
The political border between Israel and Lebanon is the northern border of Galilee.

While upper Galilee is characterized by high mountains, the tallest of which is mount Miron at 1208
meters,

lower Galilee is characterized by relatively low mountains separated by wide valleys.

The distinction between the two parts of Galilee is ancient and was mentioned in Mishnah. There
are testimonies that there was a settlement in Galilee as early as the Stone Age.

A primary testament to this is the "Galilee man," the remains of a humanoid skeleton from that
time, which were found in a cave in the Amud stream.

These remains, whose age is estimated as 140,000 years (or more), are the oldest evidence of
human presence in this area.

During the Second Temple period, the Jewish settlement in Galilee was very fertile.

With the destruction of the Jewish settlement by the Romans, the Jewish people's center of gravity
had switched from Judah to Galilee.

After the Muslim occupation of Israel, a process of immigration had started and when it had ended,
the Jewish existence in Galilee was over and wasn't renewed until the beginning of settlement led

by the European Jews of the Zionist movement in the 19th century.

In 1946, a massive Aliyah to Birya had forced the British government to agree to have a permanent
Jewish settlement in Galilee. In Operation Hiram in the Independence War, IDF had occupied the
upper Galilee from Qawugji's liberation army.

Since then, many efforts have been made by the country's institutions to populate it with Jews and
get a Jewish majority in the area.

Throughout history, lower Galilee has always been more settled than upper Galilee.
The Arab population that lived in Israel settled at the foot of the valleys and worked the land.

Upper Galilee had a few agriculture settlements and a minority oppressed population, the
Druze.When the country was established, a settlement in Galilee began.

Towns were established for new immigrants and in the 80s, many community settlements were

formed in order to change the demography of Galilee and increase the percentage of Jews in the
area.

VOCABULARY



Hebrew Romanization English Class Gender
Rh! Haaraaree mountainous adjective masculine
nyi7a Bik-aa valley noun feminine
ni7an Margelot foot (of a bed, hill, mountain) noun feminine
D'7ON7 Leakhles to populate verb

nx7N lltzaa forced noun feminine
NN Haageeraa immigration noun feminine
o Por'e fertile adjective masculine
neTy Edooyot testimonies noun feminine
nanan Haavkaanaa distinction noun feminine
noTMm Neerdephet oppressed adjective feminine
SAMPLE SENTENCES

MAN TR N "IN

Aanee gaar be'ezor haaraaree

I live in a mountainous area.

D'TMN D'2X DN NY71a

Baabik-aa haaeem aarnaavim haamoodeem

In the valley live cute rabbits.

2NN NI737N2 MmN

Kheekeetee bemaargelot haahaar

I waited at the foot of the mountain.

IX2NN NN D7OX'7 X WM

Meeshehoo tzaareekh le'aakhles et hameevtzaar

Somebody has to populate the fortress.

N NMIY'Y 'ON7 MIN NXT7R MN

Eemee iltza oti lehakheen sheeoorei baaeet

My mother forced me to do homework.

7NAW YIN'T7 000N [2DNN AN

Aavee metakhnen haaheeraa le'eretz Israel

My father is planning an immigration to Israel.

.N'7'72 N9 DN "IN

Ani hachi pore ba-layla.

I am most prolific at night.

D'OYTN NIXN 7W NIITY 'MOY0N

Aasaaftee eduyot shel te'unaat haadraakheem

I've collected testimonies of the car accident.

NN 27 122 N1N2 NMNan NNz
Kaayemet haavkhaanaa brooraa beinee lebein
aakhee

There is a clear distinction between me and my
brother.

D'I¥ N2 1PN7 NOTII NN |9 11NN NMDITIIN
Ookhloosiaat haa-aainoo beyaapaan haaitaa
neerdephet lemeshekh haarbe shaaneem

The Ainu population in Japan has been
oppressed for many years.

CULTURAL INSIGHT
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The Druze

The Druze are an ethnic group in the Middle East that maintains a unique religion that split from the
Shia Islam in the eleventh century.

The religion is secret and is only known to the wise minority of the ethnic group; the rest of the laymen
are not familiar with the religion.

The commandments of the Druze religion are especially suitable for a militaristic lifestyle and war
generals. This is one of the reasons the Druze stand out as military men in every country they live in, and
also in Israel. The "Tongue Holding" commandment requires the Druze to say the truth, thereby
avoiding the concealment of deficiencies. The commandment to protect your brothers creates a
brotherhood and friendship vital for the army and war experience. The Druze also believe in
reincarnation and unavoidable faith, which is why the intensity of their fear of death is lower than that
of non-Druze.



